MT. SAVAGE REFRACTORIES OFFICE BUILDING
AL=V=A=036
Foundry Road, Mt. Savage
early 1900's

The Mt. Savage Refractories Company
acquired the business of firing bricks
from the Union Mining Company during the
latter half of the 19th century. The ori-
ginal industry dates to 1831 at which
time the fire clay mineral necessary for
brick production was discovered in the
area. The present brick office building
was constructed in the early 1900's. The
eyebrow dormer found on the north side of
the building is not commonly found in

Allegany County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mt. Savage Refractories Office Building is located on Foundry
Road in Mt. Savage, Maryland.

The block of this one story, three bay wide structure is of rec~-
tangular shape supported by a low cut rock-faced stone foundation. The
walls are made of multi-shaded brick laid in stretcher bond. A brick
belt course surrounds the building lying approximately four feet from
the ground. There is a beveled water table. Windows in the structure
include tall double hung wooden sash frames with six over one lights.
The front entrance on the north side of the structure is laid behind a
semi-circular brick arch, which is constructed with an alternating pat-
tern of six rows of stretcher bond followed by six rows of header bond,
etc. The door is original and contains vertical panels. The roof is
hipped with replaced asphalt shingling, and features a soffit, frieze,
and houndstooth trim. Also featured is an eyebrow dormer on the north
side. There is one original corbeled brick chimney located to the in-
terior of the west end.

The building is structurally sound, retains most all of its ori-
ginal fabric, and is in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mt. Savage Refractories Office Building as it presently
stands was built in the early 1900's. However, the company dates
back to 1831, Up until that date, fired bricks for construction
had to be brought from England. 1In 1831, the fire clay mineral
necessary to manufacture bricks was discovered on Big Savage Mt.,
which was approximately 1 mile west of where the plant was to be
located, From that time on, Mt. Savage became known in Allegany
County for its brick refractories. The Union Mining Company ran
the operation for many years until the present Mt. Savage Brick
Refractories Company came into existence.

Interview with Joseph Lilly, Mt. Savage Refractories, November 23, 1976

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2.18 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND GOUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY-BOUNDARIES

STATE L::OU.NTY
STATE . COUNTY
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale
ORGANIZATION s
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 10/13/76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777-8991
CITY OR TOWN STATE
LavVale, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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AL-V-A-036
Mt. Savage Refractories Office Building (Union Mining Co. Office)
Foundry Row, Mt. Savage
Sanborn Map 1926, Sheet 5
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Savage Refractories Office Building
Foundry Road

Frostburg Quadrangle
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